
 

 
 

Order of Service 
16 June 2019 

 

 

 
 

The Rublev Icon, c. 1425 
What are these three doing?  Why is that holy? 

 

A SERVICE FOR TRINITY SUNDAY  



 

WELCOME TO KNOX 
 

Knox Church is a congregation within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand.  We aim to create Christian community in which people of all 

ages, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds and socio-economic situations 
are included as equally valued participants in our congregational life.  We 
cherish our diversity, offering a safe place of belonging to any who wish to 

explore their beliefs in an atmosphere promoting discussion, the development 
of healthy relationships and spiritual growth.  We strive to be open to dialogue 
and shared experiences with people of other faiths.  We enjoy worshipping the 
God made known in Jesus, endeavouring to do so in ways that are relevant to 
our daily lives, respect the integrity of creation, and make a positive difference 

to our wider world. 
 

A loop system for hearing aids operates at Knox. 
 

Toilets are available through the door on the lectern side of the sanctuary. 
 

Please don’t leave any items unattended around the church; 
they may cause alarm. 

 

The Call to Worship: 

 We light a candle in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. 
 JESUS, SHARING HIS LIFE WITH OTHERS; 
 JESUS, IN THE SHARING, SHOWING US THE NATURE OF GOD; 
 JESUS: POWER, WISDOM AND LOVE IN HUMAN ACTION. 
   

 Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou.  God be with you. 
 MA IHOWA KOE E MANAAKI.  GOD BLESS YOU. 
 
Hymn: 
Nicaea       John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 

 
 

1. Holy, holy, holy, God the almighty! 
 Early in the morning we praise your majesty: 
 Holy, holy, holy! - merciful and mighty, 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 



2. Holy, holy, holy!  Saints adore you truly, 
 Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 Cherubim and seraphim bow before you only, 
 from the beginning, God eternally. 
 
3. Holy, holy, holy! - though we know but dimly, 
 though the eyes of human-kind your glory may not see; 
 you alone are holy, you alone are worthy 
 Perfect in power, in love and purity. 
 
4. Holy, holy, holy, God the almighty! 
 All your works shall praise your name, in earth and sky and sea, 
 Holy, holy, holy! - merciful and mighty, 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 
 
 Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 

 
 
 
 
Prayer of Approach 

Perhaps we lack confidence, 
great mysterious God, 
to frame a word of worship. 
PERHAPS WE DO. 
 
Perhaps it’s easier to sing, 
to draw on the old images of wiser people, 
and to let them sketch your face. 
PERHAPS IT IS. 
 
For here, 
in our current experience, 
we sit on the couch and watch the TV. 
HERE WE DRINK TEA, 
AND HOPE TO GET WELL. 
Here it’s all quite unremarkable, 
BLAZINGLY ORDINARY. 
 
Here the gifts don’t quite grow right. 
HERE THE TALENTS GO ON HOLIDAY. 
Here the opportunities slip away. 
HERE THE POTENTIAL WAITS. 
 



Then you come to us, 
saying that you love us, 
and consider us, 
in the scheme of things, 
to be just a little lower than yourself. 
 
Silence 
 
Feeling thrown 
by your estimation of our significance, 
we make our confession. 
 
For our use of power, 
FOR OUR USE OF KNOWLEDGE, 

for our failure to do goodness, 
FOR OUR FALLING SHORT OF KINDNESS, 
for our denigrating of our humanity, 
AND OUR POOR TREATMENT OF THE OTHER 
FOR WHOM CHRIST’S LOVE BLAZES, 
we say: 

 Lord have mercy. 
 CHRIST HAVE MERCY. 
 Lord have mercy. 
 
 
Assurance and Response 

 . . . In the name of Christ, I say to you: 
 You are forgiven and you are free. 
 THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
 
Prayer of Supplication: 

God of Holy Trinity, 
your Son spoke of receiving goodness and wisdom from you. 
He spoke of the Spirit 
through whom it all would become real for us. 
He shared his life and pledged his undying love. 
REVEAL YOUR SELF-SAME NATURE TO US, 
THAT WE, LIKE HIM, 
MIGHT RISE TRULY TO BE DESCRIBED 
AS BEING JUST A LITTLE LOWER THAN YOU, 
LIVING A LIFE OF SPIRIT AND SHARING. 



We pray this in the name of Jesus, 
using the words he gave us: 

 OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN 
 HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, 
 YOUR KINGDOM COME, 
 YOUR WILL BE DONE, 
 ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. 
 GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 
 FORGIVE US OUR SINS 
 AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US. 
 SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL 
 AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 
 FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS 
 NOW AND FOR EVER.  AMEN. 

 
The Passing of the Peace 

 Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou. 
 The peace of Christ be with you all. 

 A KI A KOE ANO HOKI; 
 AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
We exchange a sign of peace with one another. 
 

 
If there are younger ones present 
A Conversation with the Younger Ones 
 
Young People’s Blessing: 

Young ones, go to your worship with our blessing. 
TAKE OUR FAITH AND HOPE; 
MAKE NEW THINGS WITH WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN. 
MAY GOD BLESS AND GROW YOU.  AMEN. 

 
Young ones are welcome to move through to the Sala del Sol (upstairs in the 
Knox Centre) for well supervised, faith-based youth activities. 
 
 
The First Lesson: Psalm 8 

    In this is the Word of God 
    THANKS BE TO GOD. 



The Gospel Lesson: John 16: 12-15 

     This is the gospel of Christ. 
     PRAISE TO CHRIST, THE WORD. 
 
Hymn: 
Highwood      Richard Runciman Terry (1865-1938) 

 
1. O God of every shining constellation 
 that wheels in splendour through the midnight sky: 
 grant us your Spirit’s true illumination 
 to read the secrets of your work on high. 
 
2. You, God, have made the atom’s hidden forces; 
 your laws its mighty energies fulfil: 
 teach us, to whom you give such rich resources, 
 in all we use, to serve your holy will. 
 
3. O Life, awaking life in cell and tissue; 
 from flower to bird, from beast to humankind: 
 help us to trace, from birth to final issue, 
 the sure unfolding purpose of your mind. 
 
4. You, God, have stamped your image on your creatures 
 and, though they mar that image, love them still: 
 lift up our eyes to Christ, that in his features 
 we may discern the beauty of your will. 
 
5. Great God of nature, shaping and renewing, 
 you made us more than nature’s child to be; 
 you help us tread, with grace our souls enduing, 
 the road to life and immortality. 
 

 Albert Frederick Bayly (1901-1984) 



 
 

What is the human being, that you care for us? [Psalm 8] 
 

 
Sermon:    Trinitarian man-flu 

  Generally, sermons are posted on our website shortly after 
the service at: http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/sermons.html 

 Hard copies of the sermons are available before and after the 
service – ask the person at the door. 

 
 
Music for Reflection: Larghetto 
     Caleb Simper (1856-1942) 

  



Hymn: 
Quem Pastores         Melody from a German manuscript of 1410 

 
 

1. Jesus, good above all other, 
 gentle child of gentle mother, 
 in a stable born our brother, 
 give us grace to persevere. 
 
2. Jesus, cradled in a manger, 
 for us facing every danger, 
 living as a homeless stranger, 
 we make you our king most dear. 
 
3. Jesus, witness to our dying, 
 risen Master, death defying, 
 Lord in heaven, your grace supplying, 
 keep us to your presence near. 
 
4. Jesus, all our sorrows bearing, 
 you our thoughts and hopes are sharing, 
 while to us the truth declaring;  
 help us all that truth to hear. 
 
5. Lord, in all our doings guide us; 
 let not pride and hate divide us; 
 we'll go on with you beside us 
 and with joy we'll persevere. 
 
 Percy Dearmer (1867-1936), alt. 

 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
To the minister’s words “we quake at the responsibility”, 
you are invited to respond “GOD HELP US”. 
 
 



The Offering and Dedication 

We stand for the dedication of the Offering 

From the couch 
and our places of power, 
from our knowledge of the world’s need 
and our desire for goodness, 
WE MAKE THIS OFFERING. 

May it be raised to a place just below God, 
THUS HELPING AND BLESSING THE WORLD. 
AMEN. 

 
 
Notices 
 
 
Hymn: 
Regent Square     Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879)  

 
 

1. Glory to our God, Creator, 
 glory be to Christ, our Sun, 
 glory be to God the Spirit, 
 great Redeemer, Three in One! 
 Glory, glory, glory, glory, 
 while eternal ages run. 
 
2. Glory to the One who loved us, 
 came our loyalties to claim; 
 glory be to God who won us, 
 caught our spirits in the flame; 
 Glory, glory, glory, glory, 
 to the One whose love remains. 



3. Glory be to God in this day, 
 with our current weal and woe; 
 glory be to God who calls us, 
 in whose name we’ve far to go. 
 Glory, glory, glory, glory, 
 to the God in Christ we know. 
 
4. 'Glory, blessing, praise eternal!' 
 thus the choir of angels sings; 
 'Honour, riches, power, dominion!' 
 thus its praise creation brings; 
 Glory, glory, glory, glory, 
 from our hearts our worship springs! 
 

 Horatius Bonar (1808-1889), 
 alt. Matthew Jack 

 
 
Benediction and Sung Amen 
 
Postlude: March 
   Caleb Simper (1856-1942) 
 

Tea and coffee are served in the Knox Centre Lounge following the morning service 
 

Music printed in this order of service is covered 
under a music copyright licence agreement:  LicenSing #604802 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
Peace 

a plan arising for 2019 - 2025 
from a mission discernment process 

 
 

Peace theme review and first choices 
 

After the service on Sunday 3 March, we gathered to review the peace 
service themes of February, and to reacquaint ourselves with the most 
popular options for mission projects for 2019.  Two main contenders rose 
to the top: 
 

1. Opening the church for a limited time, as a quiet place / sanctuary 
for people in our noisy neighbourhood 

2. organising a bold Knox presence for peace at the next inter-faith 
Peace Bell event 

 
We determined that we would consider these options, and gather again in 
late April probably to adopt them (or swap them for other hitherto less 
generally supported projects).  Then there were the Mosque shootings, 
and Easter came along.  We have missed the deadline of early May.  But 
we are still committed.  So I think it would be helpful for us to meet again, 
and decide whether we our top two should be initiated.  Part of this 
process will be seeing whether anyone present is willing to support either 
of the projects, or willing to garner support from the congregation - or from 
people within our circle of friends. 
 
Let’s gather in the children’s area at 11:30am on Sunday 7 July. 

 
  



NOTICES 
 
This Week:  16 June – 22 June  2019 
Sunday  10.00am Morning worship 
    12.00pm Sunday Lunch – See below 
     4.00pm Knox Film Group – See below 
Monday  7.00pm Knox Fireside Group – See below 
Wednesday  10.00am Bible Study  
Saturday   10.00am  Organ Concert – see below 
 
Next Week:  23 June – 29 June  2019 
Sunday  10.00am Morning worship 
    2.00pm Knox Singers Concert, Cheviot – see below 
Wednesday  10.00am Bible Study  
 
 

TODAY – SUNDAY LUNCH VENUE CHANGE 
 
 Because of change of lessee at Oderings Café the café will not be open this 
Sunday.  We will now meet at the Opawa Café Opawa Road at 12 noon. 
(Same people without the garden setting). 
 
The Opawa Café is at the block of shops on the right of Opawa Rd.  Turn right 
(Hawford Rd) just past the shops and right again into the parking area. 
 

 
Knox Film Group – Sunday 16 June at 4pm in the Lounge. We will be watching 
The Crucible, which is about the Salem witch hunts of the 17th Century in 
Massachusetts. 
 
Knox Fireside Group - The next meeting of the Knox Fireside Group will be on 
Monday June 17 at 7 30pm in the Knox Lounge . Jonet Ward will speak about 
her recent travels to Egypt. All welcome 
 
Organ2/Aslsp – Organ Concert with Daniel Cooper. Saturday 22 June at Knox 
Church. “Experience the world’s longest composition on the shortest day”. This 
12 hour performance will commence at 10am and end at 10pm. Audience are 
invited to arrive and depart from the performance at their leisure.  



Knox Singers Concert – “Pacem” - Sunday 23rd June 2pm at Cheviot. $10 
entry.  All welcome.  AND  Sunday 30th June 7.30pm at Knox Church. Entry 
$15/20.  All welcome.  
 
Acting Church Council Clerk - From 5 - 29 June Jean Brouwer will be acting 
church council clerk.  She may be contacted on 355 6534. 
 
Knox Life - The next issue of Knox Life will be published in July.  Contributions 
are encouraged.   Please send all items to Jane in the office or email to Bee 
Bryant <bee.bryant@xnet.co.nz> by 30 June. 
 

Knox church values the support of all who are involved in our 
community’s life. For those who wish to contribute financially, charitable 
donations are eligible for a tax rebate of 33%.  Options are available for 

giving; for information please contact our Donation Secretary, Janet 
Wilson,ph 338 7203, email janmwil507@gmail.com 
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Yet you have made them just a little lower than God - Psalm 8 
 

Re. Trinity, as presented in Michelangelo’s Sistene Chapel ceiling, above, 
have you noticed that God is not alone, but is creating humanity from community? 

“Let us make humankind in OUR image” [Genesis 1: 26] 
Could the created Adam be described as lying on a couch? 

 

 



 

Rublev’s Icon 
 

 
 

Fifteenth Century Russian icon writer, Andrei Rublev, produced this icon 
probably in 1425.  Interestingly, his intention was to present not an image 

of the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit), but an image from the 
story (Genesis 18) in which three angels visit Abraham and Sarah.  The 

original Bible story was about hospitality, divine promise and stumbling into 
the presence of God through being open, welcoming and receptive. 

 
Possibly because neither Abraham nor Sarah featured in the picture, or 

possibly because the principles of hospitality made people think about the 
nature of God, almost immediately people began to call the icon not “The 

Hospitality of Abraham”, but the “Holy Trinity”. 
 

ʻAt the time of Rublev, the Holy Trinity was the embodiment of spiritual 
unity, peace, harmony, mutual love and humility.” 

 

Е.В.Гутов, ed. (2011-04-27). "1". Пасхальные чтения: Тезисы докладов 
студенческой научно-теоретической конференции 

 
The angels were depicted as talking, not eating. "The gestures of angels, 

smooth and restrained, demonstrate the sublime nature of their 
conversation".  The silent communion of the three angels is the centre of 

the composition. 
 

""Святая Троица" Андрея Рублева. Описание, история иконы 
 
 



 

 

The Bible readings for next week will be: 
 

• Psalm 82 
• Luke 10: 25-37 

 
 

Knox Directory 
 

28 Bealey Ave, Christchurch 8013 
Secretary: Jane Ellis, 
ph. (03) 379 2456, 

office@knoxchurch.co.nz 
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-noon 

 
 

Visit our website 
www.knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

 
website 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr Matthew Jack 
minister@knoxchurch.co.nz 

for emergencies, (03) 3570 111 
 

Church Council Clerk: Janet Wilson, 
ph. (03) 338 7203 

 

Director of Music: Daniel Cooper, 
organist@knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

Pastoral Assistant: Jan Harland 
ph. 0273560215 

  
facebook 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Keeping in Touch 
 

Please help us get acquainted with you by filling in this form 
and putting it in the offering bag. 

 
Name: 
 
Contact details 
 
 
 
 
 

 


